. THE FOLLOWING IS A SAMPLE RETAINER AGREEMENT FOR A FAMILY
LAW CASE AND IS PROVIDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. IT IS
NOT TO BE CONSIDERED AS ACCEPTANCE BY THF. LAW OFFICES OF
THADDELS M. BOND, .JR. & ASSOCIATES OF ANY OFFER OF
EMP'LOYMENT. IN ORDER FOR YOU TO BECOME A CLIENT OF SAID LAW
FIRM, A FULLY COMPLETED RETAINER FORM MUST BE PREPARED BY
THE ITRM, SIGNED BY ONE OF {TS ATTORNEYS AND SIGNED BY YOU.



Lo Ofices af
Thaddens M. Bond, Jr. & Associates, P.C,
MO N, King Ave., Swife 203 Warkegon, . 00085 (847) 590010 Fax (8471 5000014
v dppointment Onfy: 1641 N Mifwaukee Aveme, Liberivville, IL 60848 (847) 540-01602
forad - SUNT@bondpe. com

Date:

Clent:

Matter: Dissolution ol Marmiage
Dear: M./ Ms,

This letter confirms the retenlion of June Peterson-CGleason of the Law Oices of
Thaddeas M. Bond, Je. & Associates, P.C., to represenl vou in the above-entitled matter.
This fetler sets torth the agreement concerning our representabion of you. The Agrecment
shall become effective upon your signing a copy of thig letter and reluming one copy Lo
me. A Statement of your Client’s Righls and Responsibilitics is attached herolo and by
stgnmg @ copy of this letter, you acknowledge that you have recelved and reviewed said
statemont.

You have agreed to pay our [irm a relainer of § _ . This retainer is
mrnediate compensation for the attorney’s conumidiment Lo perform fulure services and
will be erediled agunnst fegal fees incurred on vour behalf,

1 have not and cannot provide an estimale of the total cost to you because legal
matlers have a way of becoming more complex and more Lime consuming than they first
appear. The characlers of the parties involved, the level of cooperalion between {he
parties, as well as the beanng on Lhe mmount of time that will be spent on the case. TUis
mpossible to predict the amount ol time that will be required.

The charges for lhe fum’s services willbe 5 per hour, plus cosls. You
will be billed for all time speni in handling vour casc, which includes, but is not limited io
cousultation and mecting time, telephone, e-mails and written correspondence (with vou,
the opposing attorney and others involved in s case), courl proceedings, including
walling tme and Iravel tme, research, preparation of docuwments, discovery, including
depositions, intenogalores, produetion and inspection of documcits, and general
preparation and negotiation lor any of the above., You will be billed in increments of one-
lertth of an hour.



Please note that the retainer and the services rendered in this matter refate to the
pre-decrec dissohution action only. Any puosi decree work or Quahified Order for division
ofretirement plans are not covered by ihic retainer. Qur office no longer prepares
Quahfred Orders and other counsel must be retained for such preparation if such an order
s required. Any post decree services need to be separately discussed and a new retainer
must be paid

You understand that | will be primarily respongible for the conduet of your case,
hut 1l may become necessary or advantageons to your representation that another aliomey
tit our i handle mauers related to your matter. The use of non-attorney personne!
greatly adds 1o our slfictency and helps us o conwrol the cost of your liigation. You
autharize me to designate whichever fimm members T deem appropriale Lo handle vour
CASE.

(Mien there are expenses associated with Itigation. These expenses include, but
arc not limited to long distance phane calls, pustage. pholocopies, deposiiion costs, filing
fees, service of process, subpocna cosis, witness fees, fees for accountants, apprusers,
acluaries, physicians, psychologists, psychiatrists, investigators, other atlorneys and other
experts who we deem are necessary to assist in the preparation and trial or the proper
handiing of vour casc. You will receive o bill, approximately once every montl, showing
an itenlization for all expenscs incurred on your behalll The expenses are a separate cost
and musi be paid within thirty (30} days from receipt of vour statcment.

When your retainer ts cxhausted, you wall receive monthly sltements showing the
lodal amncunt of time devoted to your casc for the billing period. We reserve ihie nght o
charge a supplemental relamer or to charge your credit card to insure timely payment
should the circumstances ol your case warranl. The monthly billing must be paid within
{30} thirty days from the date of receipt. In the cvent that you [l o pay your 1l as
staled above, this letler authorizes me to withdraw my represcentation of you if [ so
choose. Review your bill carefidly, as soon as you receive it. If vou have any qucstions
regarding the itemization, you may lelephone the secretary and she will be glad to discuss
them with voun. Any chicction you have 1o the illing musi be commumicaled within (307
thirly days of Lhe date of the statement. Otherwisc, all objections to our charges will be
decmed warved.

Your final bill will be based on the howrly rale as sel oul above. Any balance
remaimng on yout account of fees and court costs will be due at the time your case 15
brought 1o a conclusion or otherwise terminated.

The court may order onc parly Lo pay the olher parly’s allorney’s fees and costs.
Because the award of attorney’s fees and costs arc totaily unpredictzlie, vou may remam
primarily lable for paymenl of Lhe total fee, notwithstanding an award in your favor.
This means that you wilt be responsible for gl pavinents to this firm and vou will be
reimbursed for any funds reimaining after your balance is panc i full.



Every effort will be made to handle yowr case promp(ly and efficiently according
i the highest Jevel and cthical standards. There has been no representations or
guarantess made by this fion reparding the outcome of this matier, as to obtaming a
judement or order lor relief sought by vou, or as to the nature or amount of any awards or
distributions of maintenance, child support, equitable distribution of property, counscl
fees, costs, the terms of any agreoment or any olher aspect of this matler.

Cuopies of all pertinent court papers and correspondence will be maited to you (or
youe information. Tt is Arm policy 1o keep our clients as informed as possible. I you ever
have any questions regarding your case, vou should call me.

Sincerely, Fcead and accepted this  day of . 2013,

June Peiersnn—Glea;oH h
Law Offices of Thaddeus M. Bond, Jr.
& Associates, P.C.



AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARI)

[ do herchy anthorize the Taw Offices of Thaddeus M. Bond, Jr. & Associates,
P.C. to charge the following credil card for any smpaid invoice of said law firm which
remains unpaid for in excess of thirty {30) days. Tacknowledge that said charec to my
credht cand will take place upon expiration of thirty {307 days withoul any prior notice
other that this anthorization,

Client
Dated:

Type of Credit Card: Visa Mastercard  Amenican Express  Thiscover
Card Number:

Expiration Dute:

Security Code:

Name that Appears on Card:



CLIENT’S RIGIHI'TS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The responsibilities that cach party has underlaken toward the other in a
Digsolidion, Cuslody, pre decree or post deeree proceeding. They are as Follows and
should be reviewed carefully by you:

1. WRITTEN ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT

The wntlen engagement agrecmcnt, preparcd by the counsel, shall clearly address
the objeetives ol representation and detail the fee arrangement. The client shall recetve a
copy of the written cngagement agreement and additional clarification requested and is
advised nol 1o sign any such agreement, which the clienl. finds to be unsatisfactory or docs

1ot umderstawl
2. RETRESENTATION

Representation will commence upon signing of the wniten engagement. The
comngel wall provide competent representation, which reguires legat knowledge, shill,
thoronghness and preparation (o handle those matters sct forth in the writlen engagement
agreement. Once cmployed the counsel will acl with reasonable diligence and
prompiness, as well as use herthis best clfort on behall ot the chient, huil hefshe cannot
suarantee results. The counsel will abide by the elicnt’s deciston conceming the
abjectives of representation, including whether or not to accept an offor of sctticment, and
will endeavor to explain any matter to the exlent reasonably necessary to permit the client
to make inlormed decisions regarding representation. Durinyg the course of representation
and afterwards, the counsel may not wse or reveal clicnt’s confidence or seerels, excepl as
required or permitted by law,

3. COMMUNICATION

The counsel will keep the client reasonably informed about the statns of
represetlalion and will promptly respond o reasonable requests for information. The
client shall be truthful in all discussions with the counsel and provide all information or
documentation required o enable the counsel fo provide competent representation.
During representation, the client is entitted lo receive all pleadings and substantive
documents prepared on behalf of client and every document recelved from any other
comnsel of record. Al the end of representation and on wrillen request from the client, the
counse! will return o the chient all onginal documents and exhibils. Tn the event ihat
counsel withdraws frem representabion, or is discharged by the clicnt, the counsel will
lum over o the substituting counscl (or, 1l no substituiions, to the client) all original
docurments and exhibits together with complete copies ol al pleadmg and discovery
within (30} days or the counsel™s withdrawal or discharge.



4. ETRICAL CONDUCT

The counsel cannot be reguired to cngage m conduc wiich 1s illegal, unethical, or
fraudulent. Tn maidters involving minor children, (he counsel may reluse o epgage i
conduct which, in the counsel’s professional judgment, would be contrary to the besl
interest of the client’s minor cluld or children. A counscl who cannot ethically abide by
his or her client’s dircetions shall be allowed 10 withdraw from representation.

5. FEES

The counsel’s fee for services may no be contingent upon the sceuring of
Dhssolulion of Marriage, upon obtaining Custody, or be based directly upon the amount
of matmlenance, child support, or property scttlement received. The counsel may not
require a non-relundable relainer fee, but must remit back any overpayment al the end of
the representation. The counsel may epter into conscnsual sceurity arrangement with the
client wherchy asscts of the chient are pledged 10 secure payinent of lecal foes or costs,
bui only 1f he counsel first obtaing approval of the court. The counsel will prepare and
provide the clienl wilth an tteinized billing statement detatling hourly rates, ime spenl
tasks perforined, and cosls mewrred on a regular basis, at least quarterly. It is the
responsibility of the client to review each billing stulemenl promptly and address any
objechion or error i a tinlely manner. The clicnt will nol be mlled for ime spent to
cxplain or correct 1 atling stalement.

6. DISPUTES

The counsel-chient relationsiup is regulated by the Wlinois Rule of Professional
Conduct {Articte VI of the Minms Supreme Courl Rules) and any dispute shall be
reviewed under the torms of such Rules.



